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Based on the latest early childhood research
and approved by national early learning
experts through United Way of America, the
Born Learning Trail is designed to help adults
interact with children to boost language and
literacy development and to help caregivers
understand how to best support early
learning in everyday, outdoor moments. 
There are nine signs on the trail that feature
activities such as Watch! Stop! Learn! Play!
This game encourages the caregiver to follow
the child's lead, building the child's curiosity
and confidence and reinforcing the learning
already underway.  The Born Learning Trail
promotes interaction between adults and
children, a vital component of early
childhood learning. "Research tells us
children are literally born learning and that
means five years of education takes place
before our children enter kindergarten. We
know that what happens in a child's early
years matters for success in life and for school
readiness. And we want to help parents,
grandparents and caregivers use everyday
outings including trips to this new Born
Learning Trail to support that learning," said Phil
Brown, CEO of Somerset County United Way.

Companies who are interested in sponsoring
a "Born Learning Trail" in their neighborhood
or need more information are encouraged to
contact Lynn Weckworth at 908-253-6505 or
lynn.weckworth@scuw.org.

First Born Learning Trail Built in
Somerset County to Promote Early
Childhood Learning and Family Fun!

On Thursday, October 27, local United Ways
and eight Johnson & Johnson volunteers
created an interactive early learning trail at
Duke Island Park to help parents,
grandparents and caregivers turn everyday
excursions into fun learning moments. 

The Born Learning Trail is a series of learning
activities that any adult can play with young
children at the Duke Island Park,
Bridgewater. It is the FIRST Born Learning
Trail in Somerset County and it is sponsored
by Health Care Systems, a J&J company.

Baby Supply Drive in April
Our annual baby supply drive is right
around the corner !  To get involved,
please contact Irene Natale at 908 -
253-6511 or irene.natale@scuw.org
to learn more!

Johnson & Johnson Volunteers dig,  paint and construct the Born Learning Trail at Duke

Island Park in Bridgewater.

2009 Business Volunteer
Council Meeting 
February 6,  9 am
Please join us to discuss
volunteering in the community,
and to brain storm  creative “Take
Your Children to Work Day” United
Way volunteer activities for your
workplace!  The meeting is open 
to local businesses of all sizes.
Please contact Lisa Galonardo at
908-253-6503 or  via email at
lisa.galonardo@scuw.org.

Help invest your donation!
Volunteers are needed to review
programs applying for funding . For
more information, please contact
Monica Conover at 908-253-6529 or
via email monica.conover@scuw.org



In an effort to “Live United”, we hold our Annual Haunted House
every October to raise money for the Somerset County United Way.
This event usually attracts over 1,200 people and this year raised
over $3,000.  We unite our company with the neighboring school
student volunteers and numerous adult volunteers in a
coordinated effort to transform our office into a haunted house.
This year, through the efforts of the Somerset County United Way,
we also had the contribution of time from many volunteers from
local Girl Scout troops. In addition to our annual Haunted House
fundraiser,  we have a "Giving Tree" on display in our office during
the holiday season and we encourage our employees to bring in
gifts that we pass along to the Somerset County United Way for
their “Gifts of the Season” program.
We also volunteer for the sorting of
the gifts collected from this
program in preparation for their
distribution.

“Creating an annual volunteer
project for local high school kids
has been very rewarding.  Our
hope is that we can inspire the
kids as much as they inspire us!”
James and Theresa DeMuro

DeMuro Associates

Somerville, NJ

ADVOCATE
How do you LIVE UNITED?  Contact jackie.scott@scuw.org

Save the Date!  Friday, April 17, 2009
Women’s Initiative Annual Breakfast 
Topic “Gratitude - Staying Focused on 
What’s Important” 

TThhiiss  yyeeaarr’’ss  WWoommeenn’’ss  IInnttiiaattiivvee  bbrreeaakkffaasstt  eevveenntt  wwiillll  ttaakkee  ppllaaccee  oonn  
AApprriill  1177tthh  aanndd  wwiillll  ffeeaattuurree  SSuuee  UUrrddaa,,  CCoo--FFoouunnddeerr  ooff  PPoowweerrffuull  YYoouu!!,,  aa
ccoommppaannyy  ddeessiiggnneedd  ttoo  aassssiisstt  wwoommeenn  iinn  bbuussiinneessss  ttoo  lliivvee  bbaallaanncceedd  aanndd
ppoowweerrffuull  lliivveess  aanndd  ttoo  ggrrooww  bbootthh  pprrooffeessssiioonnaallllyy  aanndd  ppeerrssoonnaallllyy  tthhrroouugghh
nneettwwoorrkk  mmeeeettiinnggss,,  wwoorrkksshhooppss  aanndd  bbuuiillddiinngg  rreellaattiioonnsshhiippss..      CCoonnttaacctt
LLyynnnn  WWeecckkwwoorrtthh  ffoorr  ssppoonnssoorrsshhiipp  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess,,  ttiicckkeettss  oorr  oonnlliinnee
aauuccttiioonn  ddeettaaiillss  aatt  llyynnnn..wweecckkwwoorrtthh@@ssccuuww..oorrgg  oorr  990088--225533--66550055..  

Thank you to all of our creative 
United Way Workplace Giving and 
Retiree Campaigns! 

PPhhoottooss  AAbboovvee::  11..  AAkkzzooNNoobbeell  ccrreeaatteess  ffaallll  hhaarrvveesstt  lluunncchheeoonn
ccoommpplleettee  wwiitthh  hhoott  CChhiillii,,  aappppllee  ccoobbbblleerr  sseerrvveedd  wwiitthh  iiccee  ccrreeaamm
aanndd  aa  ccrroowwdd  pplleeaassiinngg  ssccaarreeccrrooww  ddeeccoorraattiinngg  ccoonntteesstt..    22..  AAZZ
EElleeccttrroonniiccss  hhoosstteedd  aa  HHaawwaaiiiiaann  tthheemmeedd  llaauuii  wwiitthh  ttrrooppiiccaall  ddrriinnkkss
aanndd  ddaannccee  lleessssoonnss//ddeemmoonnssttrraattiioonnss  33..  HHeennkkeell  hhoosstteedd  aann  iiccee
ccrreeaamm  ssuunnddaaee  ssoocciiaall  wwiitthh  ttaassttyy  ttooppppiinnggss  aanndd  hhoott  ffuuddggee..

OOrrtthhoo  CClliinniiccaall  DDiiaaggnnoossttiiccss,,  NNaattiioonnaall  SSttaarrcchh,,  aanndd  EEtthhiiccoonn  rruunn
ccrreeaattiivvee  RReettiirreeee  CCaammppaaiiggnnss..    TToo  lleeaarrnn  mmoorree  aabboouutt  hhooww  ttoo  hheellpp
mmaakkee  aa  rreettiirreeee  ccaammppaaiiggnn  hhaappppeenn  aatt  yyoouurr  ppllaaccee  ooff  wwoorrkk  ((oorr
wwhheerree  yyoouu  rreettiirreedd  ffrroomm!!))  ccoonnttaacctt  JJiimm  RRuuddee  oonn  990088--225533--66551155  oorr
vviiaa  eemmaaiill  jjiimm..rruuddee@@ssccuuww..oorrgg
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CA$H Program Gearing Up
for a Tremendous Second Year!
SSoommeerrsseett  CCoouunnttyy  UUnniitteedd  WWaayy  iiss  ffooccuusseedd  oonn  iinnccrreeaassiinngg  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff
iinnddiivviidduuaallss  aanndd  ffaammiilliieess  rreecceeiivviinngg  tthhee  ttaaxx  ccrreeddiittss  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  eeaarrnneedd..    TToo
ddoo  tthhaatt,,  wwee  hhaavvee  ccrreeaatteedd  tthhee  SSoommeerrsseett  CCoouunnttyy  CCAA$$HH  ((CCrreeaattiinngg  AAsssseettss,,
$$aavviinnggss  aanndd  HHooppee))  pprrooggrraamm,,  iinn  ppaarrttnneerrsshhiipp  wwiitthh  tthhee  EEmmaannuueell  CCoommmmuunniittyy
DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  CCoorrppoorraattiioonn  ((EECCDDCC)),,  ttoo  ooffffeerr  FFRREEEE  ttaaxx  pprreeppaarraattiioonn
aassssiissttaannccee  ttoo  wwoorrkkiinngg,,  llooww--wwaaggee  eeaarrnniinngg  ffaammiilliieess  aanndd  iinnddiivviidduuaallss..

TThhee  CCAA$$HH PPrrooggrraamm  wwiillll  hheellpp  tthheessee  iinnddiivviidduuaallss  aanndd  ffaammiilliieess  ttoo  ccllaaiimm  tthhee
EEaarrnneedd  IInnccoommee  TTaaxx  CCrreeddiitt  ((EEIITTCC))  aanndd  ootthheerr  ttaaxx  ccrreeddiittss  tthheeyy  qquuaalliiffyy  ttoo
rreecceeiivvee..    TThhiiss  sseerrvviiccee  wwiillll  bbee  pprroovviiddeedd  bbyy  ttrraaiinneedd  vvoolluunntteeeerrss  aatt  eeaassiillyy
aacccceessssiibbllee  ssiitteess  aarroouunndd  SSoommeerrsseett  CCoouunnttyy..    EExxtteennssiivvee  oouuttrreeaacchh  aanndd
mmaarrkkeettiinngg  wwiillll  bbee  ddoonnee  iinn  tthhoossee  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  wwiitthh  aa  hhiigghh  ppeerrcceennttaaggee  ooff
lloowweerr--iinnccoommee  ffaammiilliieess  ttoo  eennccoouurraaggee  tthheemm  ttoo  ttaakkee  aaddvvaannttaaggee  ooff  tthhiiss
sseerrvviiccee..      AAllll  ttaaxx  rreettuurrnnss  pprreeppaarreedd  tthhrroouugghh  tthhiiss  sseerrvviiccee  wwiillll  bbee  ffiilleedd
eelleeccttrroonniiccaallllyy  wwiitthh  ddiirreecctt  ddeeppoossiitt  ooff  tthhee  rreeffuunndd  eennccoouurraaggeedd..    FFoorr  tthhoossee
iinnddiivviidduuaallss  wwhhoo  ddoo  nnoott  hhaavvee  aa  bbaannkk  aaccccoouunntt,,  iitt  pprroovviiddeess  tthhee  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy
ttoo  ooppeenn  aann  aaccccoouunntt  aanndd  ssttaarrtt  ttoo  uussee  mmaaiinnssttrreeaamm  bbaannkkiinngg  pprroodduuccttss..  

TToo  mmaakkee  aann  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  ffoorr  ffrreeee  ttaaxx  aassssiissttaannccee,,  ccaallll  990088--772255--66664400..
FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aabboouutt  tthhee  CCAA$$HH  pprrooggrraamm  oorr  ttoo  vvoolluunntteeeerr  ,,  pplleeaassee
ccoonnttaacctt  LLiissaa  GGaalloonnaarrddoo  aatt  990088--225533--66550033  oorr  vviiaa  eemmaaiill  aatt  lliissaa..ggaalloonnaarrddoo@@ssccuuww..oorrgg..

Volunteers Recognized

Somerset County United Way presented the
Joseph M. Lee Leadership and the Christian
T. Nielsen Unsung Hero Awards to two of
their finest volunteers.  Rainer Muser (seated
on the left) and Linda Bradway (seated on the
right) accepted their awards at an informal
ceremony with friends, family, and Somerset
County United Way board members and staff
at the United Way office.  The Joseph M. Lee
Leadership Award, awarded to Muser of
Rocky Hill, recognizes an individual whose
contribution of time, talent and treasure
results in significant impact on Somerset
County United Way’s work in improving the
community for all of it’s residents.  The
Christian T. Nielsen Award, awarded to
Bradway of Branchburg, recognizes an
individual who donated his/her skills which
resulted in significant benefits to Somerset
County United Way, and did so without
fanfare or expectation of recognition.  

The Health of our Community Depends on Our
Local Food Drive Initiatives! 

Our many thanks to all of the companies who participated
in various Somerset County United Way food drives to help
those in need during the holiday season and the cold winter
months ahead.  Frito Lay, Aon, at&t, Roche Diagnostics,
AkzoNobel, Schering Plough, Phillips-Van Huesen, and
many of the Johnson and Johnson Companies (just to name
a few!) have recently conducted food drive programs. 

Volunteer Photos: 1. at&t volunteers present a  $7,000 check to
Somerset County United Way for local food banks 2.Phillips-Van
Huesen employees host a corporate food drive and deliver food
to local food banks 3. Schering Plough employees collect food
items and raise funds and awareness at a local grocery store.
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HHeellpp  ssaavvee  oouurr  UUnniitteedd  WWaayy  ppoossttaaggee!!    
EEmmaaiill  uuss  yyoouurr  nnaammee  aanndd  mmaaiilliinngg  aaddddrreessss  ttoo  nneewwsslleetttteerr@@ssccuuww..oorrgg ttoo  rreecceeiivvee  oouurr  qquuaarrtteerrllyy  nneewwsslleetttteerr  vviiaa  eemmaaiill..

19th Annual Holiday Gift
Drive is a Big Success!

Somerset County United Way has

completed its 19th annual Gifts of the

Season program to provide holiday gifts

to local families facing financial hardship.

The partnership between Somerset

County United Way, the Food Bank

Network of Somerset County and the

Somerset County Board of Social Services

offers an opportunity for people to

provide gifts for local individuals and

families in need during the holiday

season. 

If you would like to get involved with this

program next year or require more

information, please call Irene Natale at

(908) 253-6511 or visit www.scuw.org.

AA  MMeessssaaggee  ffrroomm  tthhee  PPrreessiiddeenntt  &&  CCEEOO ooff  SSoommeerrsseett CCoouunnttyy  UUnniitteedd  WWaayy

Hello Friends,

With the holiday season just ending, many of us may be more concerned with how the current
economic crisis will impact our own families.  While we may have less to give this year we cannot
ignore the great needs faced by individuals right here in Somerset County over the coming weeks,
months and possibly years. In our community and across the country, the income gap is the widest it’s
been in generations; unemployment is expected to reach its highest levels in decades; one out of every
three Americans uses a credit card to pay for basic necessities like food and rent; and more than 47
million Americans, young and old, lack health insurance.  We all win when everyone in our community
thrives, and it’s up to us to work together and help each other. When we reach out a hand to one, we
can influence the condition of all.  At United Way, we have established a call-to-action – LIVE UNITED –
to motivate everyone to help by donating through volunteering, advocating or giving financially. 

Whether you choose to become a volunteer tax preparer, mentor a family trying to escape poverty,
provide baby or school supplies to a struggling family, or write a letter to a local representative about
an important community issue—you are Living United and your actions will positively impact Somerset
County for generations to come.   When we harness spirit and ingenuity to work toward common goals,
the possibilities are limitless. It’s not just something to believe during tough times, it’s real . . .  every
day. This is not something the citizens of Somerset can – or should – do alone. Collectively, we can
help improve the lives of those in need in our community and together, LIVE UNITED.

Sincerely,

Philip A. Brown, III
President and CEO, Somerset County United Way

With just one call to 2-1-1

you’ll connect with a caring

professional who knows the

resources that are available

in your area.  Or, please go

online at www.NJ211.org.
Please visit us online www.scuw.org


